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19" March 2025
Stadhampton Annual Parish Meeting —
Parish Council Chairman’s Report for
Financial Year 2024-2025

| would again like to highlight our luck at living here in Stadhampton and its
surrounding Parish. Not just because of the geography and our pleasant surrounds,
but also for the people who live here; many of whom work behind the scenes to help
make our community a better place. Since this Parish Council update is part of the
wider Annual Parish Meeting, | feel compelled to personally highlight some of the
collective efforts that individuals and local groups continue to make on all our behalf.

Within that wider context, Stadhampton Parish Council has had an eventful year, and
| personally thank my fellow councillors for their commitment and dedication. This
work often takes time and goes on out of sight and under the radar. But they work
tirelessly on your behalf, and | thank them for that.

Elections — Our Stadhampton Parish Council election in May 2024 again saw
candidate ClIrs Ken Allen, Omar Bayoumi, Bob Campbell and Neil Fitzgerald re-
elected unopposed. We were also exceptionally glad to welcome ClIr Jess Edwards
and ClIr Paul Howden by co-option to the council in May 2024. Both have already
demonstrated their value and commitment. Sadly Clir Odell stepped down early in
the year due to external circumstances after serving as an exceptionally dedicated
councillor on all matters inc environment and tree planting. We all wish her well and
she knows she is always welcome back. Bev Field stepped down in December as
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) after two years and half years in post
to take up other opportunities. We thank Bev for her dedication and wise counsel to
us through some difficult times behind the scenes, including Summer 2024: she will
always be considered a friend of the Parish. We were very fortunate to recruit and
welcome Laura McDonald as our new Clerk and RFO, after only a brief Clerk gap
through January. Please say hello and introduce yourself to her when you see her -
welcome Laura. We also thank Clir Georgina Heritage and Clir Robin Bennett for
their ongoing support over the year to us as a community.

A few Parish Council highlights from this past year. They all demonstrate that these
things often take much longer than originally anticipated, given the external factors
that individuals have to identify and overcome to make any project a reality:

Play Area - the new Play Area on the Green opened to much fanfare in late
February. We highlight the sterling efforts of Clir Edwards who worked so hard
to achieve this and also thank the FCC Community Action Fund for funding it.
We also recognise John Pattisson and his former team who commissioned
the previous much-loved play area that helped create such lovely memories
for generations of Stadhampton children and parents. We are certain the new
play area will do the same.

Highways - after a lengthy wait and design process we finally achieved a
bounded 20mph limit through Stadhampton and Chiselhampton village
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centres. While there is no magical solution to speeding, initial signs are that
average speeds have reduced which also positively impacts noise levels. At
time of writing, OCC Highways are due to complete the final works, including
consistent speed limit signs both ways, and complete road markings. The
Parish Council will then commission the penultimate phase of traffic calming
with village gateway complexes at all entrance points (to be implemented
incrementally on a prioritisation basis throughout Chiselhampton and
Stadhampton); then the final phase with vehicle- activated signs and dragons
teeth road markings. [see separate Chiselhampton Community Speed Watch
below]. We also managed to convince OCC Highways to finally clear the
overgrown footpath on the B480 between Stadhampton and Chiselhampton,
that had become dangerous to walk along, back to its original width. This
stretch is also now completing as a new 30mph limit.

Flooding — with its obvious dreadful impact on those affected after such a wet
year, the Parish Council is actively working with outside agencies inc
Chalgrove Parish Council and the River Thame Conservation Trust to
collectively address the Chalgrove Brook catchment up-stream. The aim is to
reduce the flow by the time it reaches our Parish, including through Natural
Flood Measures with local landowners’ consent. Over time, this should
positively impact our future flooding risk. We are involved in Phase 1 which is
a strategic consultation of the Chalgrove Brook catchment to identify effective
measures and locations. Wider available nationwide grant funding will be
used. Thank you to Clir Campbell for his efforts.

Church Green Track — the Parish Council oversaw the re-surfacing of the
track outside the small Green by the Church/Village Hall. | highlight the
sterling work of ClIr Bayoumi for his extensive patience, dedication and hard
work in getting this done, given the challenging external factors we faced.

Grants — the Parish Council this year awarded the First Steps Chalgrove and
Watlington Family Hub a grant of £1000 to continue to provide essential
support to families with young children in local communities. At least five
families in our Parish currently benefit from this valuable service. It run
sessions for pre-school children and families: these include amongst other
things various themed activities; monthly health visitor drop-in clinics; and
cooking sessions.

Audit - The Parish Council appointed Mulberry Local Authority Services Ltd
as auditors in 2024 who reported a successful interim governance audit in
December. It observed that Stadhampton Parish Council procedures were
followed and: ‘...sample testing did not uncover any errors or misstatements
that require reporting ... nor ... any significant weaknesses in the internal
controls such that public money would be put at risk’. They will conduct an
accounts audit in April.

Finance/Budget — the budget endorsed in January for FY25-26 again
considered cost of living, and aimed to keep expenditure under tight control
whilst putting in place a balanced budget. The Parish Council requested a
slightly increased precept of £32,995 for FY25-26. This saw an average
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increase of £1.41 (less than 2% increase) over the year for a Band D
property, against a slightly increased tax base of 419 households. A full
Parish Council accounts audit will take place in April, and will report in May’s
Annual Parish Council meeting.

Illegal encampments — There was one illegal encampment on the Green at
the end of May. Councillors swiftly initiated the contingency plan and legal
action was served. We believe continuing to enforce this zero-tolerance
stance demonstrates good stewardship of the Green and can act as a
deterrent.

Within the wider Parish — other groups and individuals are working hard for our
greater good. Just some include:

#VillageHallsWeek - At time of writing this is National Village Halls week. We
pay tribute to and thank a highly dedicated team that included Ann Stead,
David Fordham, Cheryl Wilson, Rosalind Wilson, Liz Eales and Sandra Tebby to
name but a few; and Ken King for ongoing technical support. They created the
Village Hall we use today as a very welcoming warm and flexible space over
10 years ago. Such a tremendous effort and example of the very best in
community action. | know we are all grateful to them each and every time we
use our lovely village hall.

Thame and Wheatley Ramblers — Stadhampton is part of this local group
that organises led walks and also works closely with OCC’s Countryside
Access team to conduct regular footpath maintenance. This year the group
cleared the popular path running alongside Ascott Park of brambles and
undergrowth. They will also be replacing a broken stile at the end of Copson
Lane (where the footpath turns left into the field) with a gate paid for and
installed by themselves. Thanks to Linda King and team.

St John’s Church. Sadly Revd Caroline King was on long term sick leave
and a number of volunteers have stood down. Although small, the Parochial
Church Council has still managed to maintain church services with visiting
clergy and community use of the church. Revd Caroline was granted early
retirement in 2024 on the grounds of ill health and we all wish her well in her
retirement. In November 2024 we welcomed Revd Mel Stanley as Curate
(seconded from Chalgrove) with special responsibility for the parishes of
Stadhampton with Chiselhampton, Newington and Warborough. Revd Mel
has quickly integrated into Parish life, which sees a growing number at weekly
and festival services. Monthly coffee morning continues to attract people of
all ages and we have recently started a new initiative, Tots@2 aimed at
parents and carers with children aged 0 to 5 years. Over the past year we
have also held a couple of fundraising events for the church and village hall
and we hope to do more this year. The village hall has seen an increase in
bookings recently and continues to be well used for all sorts of activities.

The church building remains in reasonable condition but over the next year
there will be a number of maintenance works being planned for.

The operation of the church as a place of worship and community resource
relies solely on volunteers who contribute in numerous ways and to those who
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support us financially through charitable giving. We remain ever grateful to all
those people who ensure our church and village hall is there for all who live,
work and visit here. Thank you to Stephen Dawson.

Community Speed Watch (CSW) — Chiselhampton. As part of the wider
Parish Council efforts to tackle local speeding, Chiselhampton under Keith
Darley conducts local speed checks. As well as acting as a visual deterrent,
results are sent to Thames Valley Police who then contact repeat offenders.

Cinema Nights — have run in the Village Hall for over 9 years, usually on the
fourth Friday of the month (except July and August). A small group meet to
select films but always welcome any help and suggestions for future
showings. Entry is £5 on the night, and a subscription is cheaper, where costs
largely go on licences to show the films. The club is totally run by volunteers,
and a two-course sit-down meal before each showing has proved popular,
with donations to charity. See Village Voice for future showings or request
their mailing list. Thank you to Ken King and his team.

We also highlight and thank the efforts of others in the wider community. Just taking a look
at the back of the Village Voice (thank you to Viki, Liz and Ann) lists the opportunities,
clubs and meetings available to all: each and every one of these is undertaken by
volunteers. | know all of them would appreciate any offers of help, however small. We
recognise and thank all those who help to make this Parish an even better place in which

to live.

Thank you,

ClIr Neil ‘Fitz’ FITZGERALD

Chairman
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