Stadhampton Parish Council

20 May 2024
Chairman’s Report for the 2023-2024 FY

Before we summarise this past year, | will start by saying how lucky we all are to live here in
the Parish of Stadhampton. Every single one of us makes up this community. And our
community needs a bit of help.

The Parish Council is a forum through which we coordinate our collective efforts to make it
an even better place to live. You may be new to the area or have lived here for years.
Post-pandemic, you may now have some more time to spend better and seek an extra sense
of connection with where you live. Local volunteering offers purpose and that opportunity to
connect. You could make a big difference to one of many local community initiatives which
always need input. By example, numerous funding opportunities for great causes are
pointless if no-one can apply for them. The Village Hall and Pavilion are valuable community
assets but do not run themselves. The School Lane bus-shelter saw efforts by individuals
with a great cause which has enhanced that part of the village for residents and bus users.
What are you interested in? Do you feel strongly about a project that might benefit your bit
of the village, to make a good idea a reality? Do you know people who do? We all have busy
lives. We will communicate and coordinate local requests for help, to allow motivated
people collectively to make a difference. Small efforts can harvest big outcomes. Which will
make our Parish an even better place to live.

I now highlight some Parish Council activity and achievements from this last year.

Notable Thanks — | wish to acknowledge my predecessor Stuart Wells who stepped down
earlier this year and his outstanding efforts as Chairman. The new School Lane bus-shelter
he delivered exemplifies the best in community action. We acknowledged Julian

Humm earlier in the year for winding the church clock for so many years — we thank the two
new volunteers who now keep this piece of history functioning into the future. We also
thank Sue White who has managed the pavilion for so long. The efforts of the Village Voice
team Liz and Vicky, Jessica Edwards’ ongoing work on the children’s play area, Mike with the
marquee, as well as Jen Anderson managing the village hall and coffee mornings, and Julian
Humm for the allotments — credit to them all. We thank Keith Darley and his Chiselhampton
community speed watch team for making a difference. To others who work behind the
scenes in our community — including Stephen Dawson to name but one - we thank you all
for making it a better place for us.

Elections - Our Stadhampton Parish Council election in May 2023 saw candidate Cllrs Omar
Bayoumi, Bob Campbell, Neil Fitzgerald and Catherine Odell re-elected unopposed. We also
welcomed Clir Ken Allen by co-option to the council in May 2023. Ken’s interest in the
outdoors and passion to make a difference was timely and valuable. We also welcomed our
highly effective new Parish Clerk Bev Field, who also serves another local parish council
nearby. Her pragmatic advice and wise counsel is extremely valuable and we are very lucky
to have her working on all our behalf.
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Grants - Large building developments are charged a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and
15% of that money goes to the local area to improve transport, play parks, sports,
community safety and other facilities. CIL funding from the Hampton Meadow and the
Crown pub developments in 2020 directly funded the School Lane bus shelter project, whilst
Oxford Bus Company also donated a grant of £500.00. The bus-shelter total cost plus build
was £24,500. CIL funding was also used for Manor Pond works to start to improve the safety
and structure, which will continue in Summer 2024. The Parish Council awarded grants of
£800 grant to Chalgrove and Watlington First Steps Family Hub for its support to residents.
And £1200 to Stadhampton Primary School for extracurricular projects including Young
Voices (a combined school’s choir that performed at 02 on 15 January); a coach to festival
Opera Brava, and visits from authors and clubs to promote inclusion and equality. The school
reported favourably the benefit the grant provided them.

Legal Work - Funding received for the Cat Lane easement provided a much-needed slight
financial buffer this year, after a slim period. The Parish Council concluded Allotment 13 legal
action at an overall cost of £24k.

Finance_— a good audit process and governance both improved this year with new policies
agreed. The budget process took into account the cost of living and aimed to keep
expenditure under tight control, whilst putting in place a balanced budget. Whilst last year’s
FY23/24 precept had to increase by 12% to £29,296 last year (£72.88 on average per
household) — this year’s FY24/25 increase will only see a 6.1% increase to £31546 —an
average f£4.44 increase over the year per household. Funding received for the Cat Lane
easement provided a much-needed slight financial buffer this year, after a slim budget
period.

lllegal encampments - Whilst there were no illegal encampments in the last year,
contingency plans to enforce our zero-tolerance stance remain in place to demonstrate good
stewardship of the Green, should it be necessary.

OTHER MATTERS

Defibrillators. The Parish is pleased to confirm two active defibrillators live on the 999
Emergency system. The Coach and Horses device in Chiselhampton was upgraded; and the
PC accepted the donation of the unit at the BP/M&S petrol station, which was upgraded and
restored into active service. Many thanks to both Otto and Edwina for their sterling efforts —
their activity will save lives.

Flooding — the PC has reached out to other local parish councils to collectively address
flooding best practice, and possible means to reduce it in future. Though a complicated and
complex matter, we are meeting the River Thame Conservation Trust shortly to start to
inform possible activity that will reduce flooding, but also de-risk simply making flooding
worse for others elsewhere.

Community payback team — this was used to help clear brambles around the pavilion and
dig out ditches in Copson Lane. Any suggestions for local use of the community payback
team are always welcomed for their next visits.
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Other work the Parish council has been involved with includes responding to all planning
applications to ensure Parish views are represented. The council has signed a pledge to
support civility and respect in all communications and which calls out bullying or harassing
behaviour. We have also brought in other policies to enhance and demonstrate good
stewardship and governance, including Data Protection and Freedom of Information
policies.

2023 Community Projects (which will continue this year into FY2024/25)

Thank you,

Manor Pond works - continue to make it safer by renewing the handrails and posts,
and improving the retaining bank.

Tree planting and Bio-diversity — Councillors Campbell and Odell continue to improve
the biodiversity

and aesthetic of the Green and surrounding area by allowing areas to re-wild through
revised cutting patterns, and continuing to plant trees in appropriate locations.
Highways — my efforts to address speeding traffic in the Parish are about to start to
bear fruit. We previously submitted our strategic Highways Plan to OCC which included
village gateway complexes and some bounded 20mph limits, to exploit OCC funding.
This then informed OCC, who have now asked us to ratify their final recommendation;
this also contained a proposal we had requested for Chiselhampton 20s. We will
collectively ratify this final plan shortly. This all means we can then implement
pragmatic traffic calming measures against updated and OCC-endorsed speed limits,
to avoid nugatory activity. Through our voluntary Fix My Street (FMS) super-user
status, we continue to be able to speed up pot-hole repairs by directly tasking an OCC
carriageway team more quickly, beyond just ‘reporting’ on FMS. Volunteer requested.
Play area project — whilst previous efforts to renew the Green play area had stalled —
positively Stephen Dawson and Jessica Edwards are successfully planning and
presenting robust options. Jessica has also been applying for funding options. The
project now has full momentum and the PC will shortly be able to down-select to the
most appropriate option that affords another couple of decades of fun and enjoyment
for our local children.

Rainwater capture project - a rain-water capture scheme continues for allotment
users on Copson Lane. A cost-effective local solution is being planned to mitigate the
lack of a stand-pipe (given costs). This will permit those working their allotments to
have access to an environmentally sound source of water to cultivate their produce.
Pavilion and the Football Club - activity will continue to help the Football Club
flourish on the Green. Second-hand grounds equipment will be sought to help them
manage the football pitch better. Grounds and tree work continue around the pavilion.
.... And hopefully others that can be suggested and realised through collective efforts.

Clir Neil FITZGERALD
Chairman of Stadhampton Parish Council
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